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N I G H T L I F E

Entrepreneurs are the stars Tues-
days at Evolution, where a formerly
dead club night is now dedicated to
networking.

“We want this event to be open to
people who love soul music, who want
to perform, who have art
that they’d like to display,”
says organizer Mike Bur-
nett, who held the first Neo
Tuesdays event on Cinco de
Mayo. “My goal is to bring a
cultural event to Detroiters
on a weekly basis. I want to
showcase the local people
here.”

At the opening, vendors included
massage therapists, jewelry makers,
poets, bakers and musicians.

“It’s all about networking,” Burnett
says. “It’s about showing love and get-
ting love.”

Tuesdays, Evolution Lounge, 625
Shelby, Detroit. 313-962-2244. $5.

OLD-SCHOOL PUNK AT DONO-
VAN’S: Eve Doster Knepp and Amy
Abbott are drawing a little inspiration

from the past for the new party series
starting tonight at Donovan’s.

“It’s a night for old-school punk
rock,” says Knepp of Norwegian Blue
Public Relations. “We love the idea of a
1989 theme.”

DJ EE Berger will set
the scene with a mixture
of punk, Gypsy and Balkan
beats with Abbott as host.
There’ll be vodka and
European beer specials as
well as psychics, Knepp
says.

If tonight’s party is a
success, Knepp says it will become a
monthly event.

Donovan’s, 3003 W. Vernor Hwy.,
Detroit. 313-964-2267. Free.

DORKWAVERETURNS: Following a
two-year hiatus, DJ squad Dorkwave
returns Saturday with its bizarre
themes and anything-goes DJ style.

“After a two-year absence, we’re all
really excited to be back at it again,”
says member Jon Ozias, who will per-
form Saturday with Rob Theakston,

Mark Lazar and the newest member
and first female member, Jennifer
Rohde. “We’ve never claimed to be the
best DJs. We’ve never claimed to be the
most skilled. What we do best is break-
ing down the dynamics of a party to its
most basic elements. We give people
the right song and play it at the right
time.”

The group’s monthly dance parties,
Les Infants Terribles, ran from 2004 to
2007 at various locations, including the
Peacock Lounge and Corktown Tavern,
before members eventually decided to
go their separate ways.

Cofounder Theakston says: “It was a
matter of timing for all of us, especially
since so many in the group have moved
away to other states. But everything is
just falling into place, and we look for-
ward to doing what we do best —
throwing the best party we possibly can
throw.”

9 p.m. Saturday, Corktown Tavern,
1716 Michigan Ave., Detroit. 313-964-
5103. $5. 18 and up.

WINE STROLL: Vino lovers, unite! On
Saturday, the Royal Oak Restaurant
Association and the Downtown Devel-
opment Authority will bring you their

fifth annual Wine Stroll.
“This is one of the most popular

events the restaurant association does,”
says Stephanie McIntyre, downtown
manager for the Royal Oak DDA, which
is partnering with the restaurant asso-
ciation for the first time this year. “It’s
just a fun afternoon to get together
with a group of your friends.”

Money from ticket sales will benefit
the Royal Oak Historical Society and
the Boys & Girls Club of America. Ad-
vance tickets are available at Andiamo,
Bastone, BlackFinn, Mr. B’s, O’Tooles,
Oak City Grille, Oxford Inn, Pronto!, the
Rock on Third and Vintner’s Cellar of
Royal Oak.

Retailers offering wine tastings and
hors d’oeuvres include 5th & Fringe
Salon & Spa, Bright Ideas Furniture,
Chozen by BC, Cloverleaf Fine Wine,
Creative Arts Studio, WOW Smile
Express and Write Impressions. Retail-
ers offering specials during the wine
stroll include Douglas J, Ladybug
Shoppe, Noir Leather and Shine.
Noon-5 p.m. Saturday, downtown Royal
Oak. $30 in advance, $40 day of event.

� ESE ESAN’S NIGHTLIFE COLUMN APPEARS AT METRO
MIX.COM ON WEDNESDAYS AND THURSDAY IN THE PLAY
SECTION. E-MAIL HER AT EESAN@METROMIX.COM.

Poets, bakers and music makers show up on Tuesdays
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Evolution starts shop-and-soul nights
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INSIDE DETROIT’S PARTY SCENE

Neo Tuesdays
organizer

Mike Burnett
with host
Bossladii

Brown and DJ
Mingo.
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R E S TA U R A N T S

Even the most avid ethnic food fans in metro
Detroit probably couldn’t name more than a half-
dozen local Vietnamese restaurants.

Compared with the number of Chinese, Japa-
nese, Thai and Korean spots that thrive in nearly
every community, Vietnamese venues have always
been too few and far between.

That alone would make Da Nang at Main and 14
Mile in Clawson a noteworthy new arrival.

But factor in its casually refined atmosphere,
affordable prices, helpful service and interesting,
well-prepared food and it becomes a worthy candi-
date for your try-this summer dining list.

Sisters Kim Dao-Waldis and Lan Dao opened
the 56-seat restaurant in early March in a 1924
bank building that was most recently a photo stu-
dio. Kim — who handles the finances and the front

of the house — trans-
formed the space into two
serene, minimalist dining
rooms with deep cedar-red
walls and high ceilings
accented by carved wood-
work and exposed ducts.

Two oversized mirrors
framed in black metal
scrollwork accent one wall
of the main dining room,
while a flat-panel TV
screen plays a slide show of
photographs from Viet-
nam.

In such a tranquil space,
the TV looks out of place at
first. But the photos that
dissolve silently from one
scene to the next are sooth-
ing, beautiful and compel-
ling — a reminder of the
place, the people and the
history that shaped Viet-
nam’s light, flavorful, ele-
gant cuisine.

From the menu by Lan
Dao, who directs the kitch-
en, you must begin with goi
cuon, Vietnam’s signa-

DA NANG
���
out of four stars
1 South Main, Clawson
248-577-5130
www.danangrestaurant.com
Fare: Vietnamese dishes including pho
(noodle soups), vermicelli bowls, grilled
meats, stews, Vietnamese crepes, appetiz-
ers. Vegetarian options. Very affordable.

Scene: Eclectic clientele. Relaxed atmo-
sphere in a refined setting. White table-
cloths, black lacquered chairs, deep red
walls and high ceilings in a 1920s store-
front corner space.
Service: Friendly and welcoming. Servers
are helpful if you have questions or want
suggestions. Food may take time to arrive,
especially at busy periods.
Price: Inexpensive. Appetizers $4-$9.

Entrées $10-$14. Beverages $1-$3.
Hours: 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Note: Smoke-free. Reservations suggested.
No alcoholic beverages. Children’s dishes on
request. Park on street or behind building.

RATINGS KEY
���� Exceptional
��� Superior
�� Good
� Unsatisfactory
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Da Nang

Goodmorning,Vietnam
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BELOW: John Tran serves bowls of pho to Jeremy
and Andrea Vann of Bloomfield Township.

ABOVE: A 1924 bank building that was most re-
cently a photo studio is the new home of Da Nang.

AFFORDABLE DA NANG IN CLAWSON A WELCOME NEW ARRIVAL
BY SYLV IA RECTOR
FREE PRESS RESTAURANT CRITIC
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